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Gerontechnology Research in 

Yuan Ze University 

ñWe are in the midst of two striking trends: Widespread 

population aging and rapid diffusion of technology. Both 

phenomena are very new in human history.ò 
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Some demongraphicsé 

Data from Department of Statistics, 

Ministry of the Interior, Taiwan 

% 65 and older Aging index  

1998 2003 2008 1998 2003 2008 

8.3 9.2 10.4 Taiwan 37.6 46.6 61.5 

4.3 4.7 5.1 India  12.5 14.1 16.6 

6.6 7.7 8.7 Singapore 29.9 36.9 47.0 

16.2 19.0 22.1 Japan 107.6 135.8 164.3 

6.6 7.4 8.3 China 30.6 31.8 43.5 

4.3 4.8 5.3 S. Africa 12.2 14.9 18.0 

12.5 12.4 12.8 USA 58.1 59.0 63.6 

5.0 5.6 6.3 Brazil  16.8 20.1 23.2 

17.4 17.2 17.8 Sweden 93.3 96.4 106.7 

15.7 16.0 16.2 UK 81.7 87.1 92.3 

15.9 18.0 20.4 Germany 99.9 122.2 150.2 

15.5 16.1 16.5 France 80.5 85.9 89.3 

17.5 19.2 20.1 Italy  121.9 135.9 143.4 

12.3 12.7 13.2 Australia  57.8 62.6 68.6 

VAccording to WHO, population 

age 65 and older:  

Å7% Č aging society 

Å14% Č aged society 

Å20% Č super aged society 

VAging index (elder-child ratio): 

The number of people aged 65 

and over per 100 youths under 

age 15. 
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This is just the beginningé of an unprecedented opportunity 

VTaiwan became an ñaging societyò in 1993, and is predicted to become an 

ñaged societyò by 2018, which is double the pace of aging in Western and 

industrialized countries. It took France 115 years to go through the same 

transition, while the US took 72 years and the UK 47 years. 

V2010דӒȲМ ᾼᴔדϢЀɎ60 ѿϱɏ 1.74 Ȳ Ҝ ϢЀᾼ

12.9%ɚҖṺЄ ϢЀׁשṅἬɛȷɦЄϩ Ӣ♄ἤὢ ɧȳɦ

ϢЀᴔ оɧɚ ϫϡ Хד ɛȴ ᴟ201012דѣἉ

ȲМ Ф ц сᴟ34.3%Ȳ Ӗ טּ 4.5 Ȳњ Ӗ

3.03 Ȳ ᾬӣ ד 48.6%ɚМ Ф ‒ Мїɛȴ 
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1946+65=2011 Ɏ ἆЄ ḈὙ ɏ 

Baby boomer (1946~1964) Č Aging boomer 
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Opportunity of gerontechnology ï New generation of elderly 
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Longer life expectancy 

Fewer children 

Higher educational level 

Higher technological 

acceptance 

Higher savings 

More conscious of health, 

independence, and quality of life 
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Gerontechnology: Origin, definition, and scope 

VGeron: from Greek, ɔɏɟɤɜ,  ñold manò 

VGerontechnology: ᴔϢɦ ᶾȲɦᴔדɧּאַ ɧ  ᶾדּאַ

 

VAugust 1991, First International Congress on Gerontechnology in Eindhoven 

Netherlands, established the research structure of Gerontechnology. 

 

VInternational Society of Gerontechnology (ISG): 

 ñDesigning technology and environment for independent living and social 

participation of older persons in good health, comfort and safety.ò 

VScope of gerontechnology (by ISG): health, housing, mobility, 

communication, leisure, and work. 
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